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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 INR-07 L-03 ACDA-05 

NSAE-00 PA-01 SS-15 PRS-01 SP-02 USIA-06 TRSE-00 

SAJ-01 10-10 NSC-05 /073W 

125282 

R 041530Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2567 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USMISSION USNATO 
USMISSION USUN 
DIA WASHDC 
USEUCOM 
USCINCEUR 
USDOCOSOUTH 

CONFIDENTIAL NICOSIA 3180 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR CY TU 

SUBJECT: TURKS CLOSE CYPRUS "FRONTIER" 

1. TIGHTENED SECURITY PRECAUTIONS, TAKEN IN WAKE OF RECENT 
ASSASSINATIONS OF TURKISH AMBASSADORS IN VIENNA AND PARIS, 

HAVE LED TO TURKISH CLOSING OF LEDRA PALACE (NICOSIA) CHECKPOINT 
TO ALL BUT DIPLOMATS AND UN PERSONNEL. DIPLOMATS PERMITTED 

TO CROSS BARRICADES ONLY BETWEEN 0600 AND 1800 HRS. FOREIGN 
RESIDENTS IN THE TURKISH ZONE (MAINLY BRITISH BUT INCLUDING 
HANDFUL OF AMCITS) AND JOURNALISTS ARE GROUP MOST AFFECTED 
BY BORDER CLOSING. 

2. DISCUSSIONS WITH TURK AND TURK CYPRIOT OFFICIALS INDI 
CATE THAT DECISION TO CLOSE BORDER WAS MAINLAND MILITARY 
ACTION OVER WHICH TURK CYPRIOTS HAD LITTLE IF ANY INFLUENCE. 
WHILE THERE HAVE BEEN SOME HINTS THAT THE CLOSURE MIGHT BE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NICOSI 03180 041602Z 

RELAXED FOLLOWING UNGA DEBATE, COMMENTS FROM VARIOUS 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



OFFICIALS THAT "IT WILL BE A LONG TIME BEFORE THE BORDER 
IS REOPENED" ARE PROBABLY CLOSER TO THE MARK. 

3. BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION HAS APPROACHED TURK EMBASSY HERE 
TO OBTAIN RELAXATION OF BORDER RESTRICTIONS FOR BRITISH WHO 
RESIDE IN NORTH BUT WORK IN SOUTH AND FOR WHOM BORDER 
CLOSING INVOLVES GREAT HARDSHIPS. TURKS HAVE REPORTEDLY 
PROMISED TO "SEE WHAT THEY CAN DO." WE HAVE EXPRESSED HOPE 
TO TURK/TURK CYPRIOT OFFICIALS THAT WAYS COULD BE FOUND TO 
RELAX BORDER RESTRICTIONS. PARTICULARLY IN HARDSHIP CASES, 

AND NOW WAITING TO SEE WHAT, IF ANY, ACTION TAKEN IN RE- 
SPONSE TO BRITISH APPROACH. 

4. COMMENT: DECISION TO CLOSE BORDER WITH GREEK CYPRUS OSTENSIBLY 
FOR SECURITY REASONS, COULD TAKE ON POLITICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 
OVERTONES 

WHICH, IN PRESENT CLIMATE, COULD MAKE LATER 
RELAXATION OF BORDER RESTRICTIONS DIFFICULT. NEEDLESS 
TO SAY, FREEZING OF NEW TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS WILL FURTHER 
EORDE CONCEPT OF ISLAND S UNDERLYING POLITICAL UNITY. END 
COMMENT. 

CRAWFORD 
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